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Caption: A mother hands over her baby to one of her relative to take him to a safe place. Migration
never happens during flood, it happens when river erosion starts. But in Sirajganj, a northern district
of the country river erosion and flood come together. Most of the northern district is under threat

of flood. People have to move their homes with their belongings and take shelter on the highland.
Continuous increase in water level causes inundation of river beds and marooning thousands of
people. Sirajgonj, Bangladesh. July 30, 2007.
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Preface

Information is a powerful tool, especially in a disaster. Media can be an invaluable conduit to alert
communities of impending disasters, to update the situation during a disaster, and to profile real-life stories
when the rebuilding begins. Media can bring us up close and personal to the site of the disaster, and show us
images as they unfold in real time. Journalists have the power to both inspire positive action as well as ignite
fear, depending on the nature and content of the stories they shape.

On the second anniversary of the tsunami in December 2006, the UNDP Regional Centre in Bangkok and
TVE Asia Pacific organised a meeting on Communicating Disasters: Building on the Tsunami Experience

and Responding to Future Challenges. It provided an opportunity for over 30 media professionals, disaster
researchers and managers, and development communication specialists from tsunami-affected countries in
Asia to take stock of media coverage, personal experiences, issues and lessons learned from the tsunami.

The meeting specifically explored the role of media professionals and their use of information and
communication technologies (ICTs). They shared incisive lessons and reflected on their role during the
tsunami and its aftermath. Their experiences helped to shape guidelines for engaging the mass media and
ICTs for more effective communication before, during and after disasters.

This joint publication of UNDP Asia-Pacific Development Information Programme and TVE Asia Pacific seeks
to capture the essence of the discussions and provide a forward-looking insight into the role of the media in
disasters. Their personal observations, and in many cases, dramatic participation in covering the tsunami,
offer a new perspective on the many facets of journalists’ work.

There are certainly great benefits to be reaped if strengthened understanding and common ground can
be forged between different media outlets, government departments and development agencies when
disasters strike. This publication is one contribution toward leveraging the reach of the media and ICTs to
better inform citizens and save lives.

Elizabeth Fong

Regional Manager
UNDP Regional Centre in Bangkok
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