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Caption: A mother hands over her baby to one of her relative to take him to a safe place. Migration 
never happens during flood, it happens when river erosion starts. But in Sirajganj, a northern district 
of the country river erosion and flood come together. Most of the northern district is under threat 
of flood. People have to move their homes with their belongings and take shelter on the highland. 
Continuous increase in water level causes inundation of river beds and marooning thousands of 
people. Sirajgonj, Bangladesh. July 30, 2007.
Photo credit: Tanvir Ahmed / DrikNEWS / Majority World 
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This book is the culmination of a year-long process, which started with the TVE Asia Pacific and UNDP 
Regional Centre in Bangkok coming together in late 2006 to explore the nexus between communication and 
disasters in the Asia Pacific region. 

A regional brainstorming meeting in Bangkok, Thailand, held on the eve of the Indian Ocean Tsunami’s 
second anniversary on 21 – 22 December 2006, brought together over 30 leading media professionals, 
disaster managers and communication specialists from South and Southeast Asia. The discussions and 
recommendations of this meeting form a key part of this book, which has been compiled in the months that 
followed, pooling the knowledge, expertise and diverse perspectives of some meeting participants as well as 
other acknowledged practitioners in media and development spheres.
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As editors, we relied heavily on all our contributing authors who not only wrote their individual chapters but 
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given individual photo credit where relevant; others have been drawn from TVE Asia Pacific (TVEAP) inhouse 
image archive. 
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Risk Reduction Specialist, UNDP Regional Centre in Bangkok.

At TVEAP, the project has received programmatic, administrative and coordination support from several 
colleagues, notably, Wipula Dahanayake, Janaka Sri Jayalath, Geeta Saravanan, Indika Wanniarachchi and 
Manori Wijesekera. 

We also wish to thank Mathi Parthipan and his team at BT Options in Colombo for design, layout and 
production of this book.

We acknowledge with gratitude the financial support provided by UNDP Regional Centre in Bangkok for both 
the brainstorming meeting and this book.

Nalaka Gunawardene and Frederick Noronha
Editors
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United Nations Development Programme - Regional Centre in Bangkok 
The UNDP has established Regional Centres in Bangkok, and Colombo, as well as a multi-disciplinary 
Pacific Centre in Suva with focus on the Pacific Islands. A main priority of the Regional Centres is to provide 
UNDP Country Offices in the Asia and the Pacific with easy access to knowledge through high quality 
advisory services based on global applied research and UNDP lessons learnt. The second priority is to build 
partnerships and promote regional capacity development initiatives, which allow UNDP, governments and 
other partners to identify, create and share knowledge relevant to solving urgent development challenges. 
The Regional Centre in Bangkok mainly focuses on support to Democratic Governance, Energy and 
Environment and Crisis Prevention and Recovery. The Centre also provides support to UNDP country offices 
in a number of cross-cutting areas, including capacity development, ICT for development, public-private 
partnerships and mine action. The Regional Centre in Colombo’s primary focus areas are Poverty Reduction 
with an overarching effort on achieving the Millennium Development Goals and HIV/AIDS. 

http://regionalcentrebangkok.undp.or.th/ 

Television for Education – Asia Pacific, trading as TVE Asia Pacific (abbreviated TVEAP), is a regionally 
operating non-profit organisation engaged in information, education and communication (IEC) activities on a 
broad range of sustainable development and social justice issues. 

Set up in 1996, the organisation has over a decade’s experience in using audio-visual media (television, 
video and film) and new media (Internet and Web) for development communication. It works closely with 
television broadcasters, civil society groups and educational organisations across the Asia Pacific to tell 
authentic and engaging stories of how individuals, communities and countries pursue better lives and a 
better planet. Its main strategy is to use ‘moving images to move people’.

TVEAP produces and distributes editorially independent, journalistically packaged TV, video and online 
content on a broad range of topics and issues. TVEAP’s media products are used by broadcast, educational 
and civil society organisations across the Asia Pacific region for education, awareness, advocacy, training 
or activist purposes. TVE Asia Pacific is registered as a guarantee company in Sri Lanka, where its office is 
located. It is governed by an international Board of Directors. 

www.tveap.org  |  www.digits4change.net   |   www.childrenoftsunami.info   |   www.savingtheplanet.tv
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Information is a powerful tool, especially in a disaster. Media can be an invaluable conduit to alert 
communities of impending disasters, to update the situation during a disaster, and to profile real-life stories 
when the rebuilding begins. Media can bring us up close and personal to the site of the disaster, and show us 
images as they unfold in real time. Journalists have the power to both inspire positive action as well as ignite 
fear, depending on the nature and content of the stories they shape.

On the second anniversary of the tsunami in December 2006, the UNDP Regional Centre in Bangkok and 
TVE Asia Pacific organised a meeting on Communicating Disasters: Building on the Tsunami Experience 
and Responding to Future Challenges. It provided an opportunity for over 30 media professionals, disaster 
researchers and managers, and development communication specialists from tsunami-affected countries in 
Asia to take stock of media coverage, personal experiences, issues and lessons learned from the tsunami.

The meeting specifically explored the role of media professionals and their use of information and 
communication technologies (ICTs). They shared incisive lessons and reflected on their role during the 
tsunami and its aftermath. Their experiences helped to shape guidelines for engaging the mass media and 
ICTs for more effective communication before, during and after disasters. 

This joint publication of UNDP Asia-Pacific Development Information Programme and TVE Asia Pacific seeks 
to capture the essence of the discussions and provide a forward-looking insight into the role of the media in 
disasters. Their personal observations, and in many cases, dramatic participation in covering the tsunami, 
offer a new perspective on the many facets of journalists’ work.

There are certainly great benefits to be reaped if strengthened understanding and common ground can 
be forged between different media outlets, government departments and development agencies when 
disasters strike. This publication is one contribution toward leveraging the reach of the media and ICTs to 
better inform citizens and save lives. 

Elizabeth Fong
Regional Manager
UNDP Regional Centre in Bangkok
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